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The Nobel Peace Prize

Alfred Nobel was a 19th century Swedish inventor and engineer. He invented dynamite, which was
used to destroy many things! Perhaps because of this, in his will, Nobel left money and instructions to award five
special prizes each year. He said that one of these, the Nobel Peace Prize, should be given to a person, or group
of people, who had done the most or best work to promote peace between nations.

® The Nobel Peace Prize is presented in Oslo on 10th December each year by the King of Norway

* The winner is given a diploma, a medal and over 1 million US dollars to carry on their work

‘Peer Mediation’ is a scheme often used in schools to train
teams of children who volunteer to help settle disputes in the
playground. Some of the guidelines in the training include the
following strategies:

e Listen carefully to both sides
* No interrupting

* No accusations

¢ List problems to be

HOME-SCHOOL
CHALLENGE

Create an Acrostic for the word Peacemaker
A good peacemaker is.......

sorted out and then work P repared to listen
through them E ven-handed with everyone
How do you resolve disagreements A lways fair
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in your household? List one ‘top tip’
from every member of the family.
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Rigoberta Menchu

Very few people had heard of Rigoberta Menchu when it was announced that
she had won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. However, Rigoberta was one of
the bravest women ever to have been awarded this prestigious prize. She was born in 1959 into
a Mayan Indian family who lived and worked in Guatemala. The Mayan people were treated cruelly by the
government and the army in Guatemala. The Menchu family were Christians and they believed it was their duty

to fight against such injustice. The family learnt Spanish from the local priests so they could stand up for the rights
of their people. One by one the members of the family were killed in the most dreadful way by the government
soldiers, first Rigoberta’s 16 year old brother, then her father because he was a union leader and then finally her
mother. Rigoberta knew she would be next, so she escaped to Mexico where she wrote her life story and made

a film about the bad things happening in Guatemala. Rigoberta continues to this day to stand up against injustice
and is now an Ambassador for the United Nations.
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