
Progression of Substantive Concepts: Golden Threads 
 

Society 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Mary Anning was a 
palaeontologist and 
contributed to 
changes in scientific 
thinking. 
Mae Jemison was 
the first black 
woman to travel 
into space. 

Toys through Time 
The toys children 
played with depended 
on the wealth of 
families. 

Seaside Through the 
Ages 
The wealth of a family 
would have decided if 
and where they would 
have gone on holiday. 

My Family- link to 
the Royal Family 
The role of the 
monarch in society. 
The role of the other 
members of the royal 
family including their 
duties. 

The Great Fire of 
London 
The varied impact the 
fire had on different 
groups. The wealthier 
residents lived in 
areas that were 
relatively unaffected 
by the fire. They also 
had access to boats 
or carts to remove 
their goods and to 
travel to the south of 
the river. 

Explorers 
Explorers would have 
come from wealthier, 
educated families.  

Florence 
Nightingale 
She came from a 
wealthy, educated 
family. She was 
tutored by her father 
where a love of 
books and ‘an idea 
took hold.’ 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age 
Lived in small groups 
as nomadic hunter-
gathers. Settlement 
and agriculture meant 
societies increased in 
size and complexity. 

Ancient Egypt 
Hierarchal structure 
headed by the 
pharaoh. Educated 
groups such as the 
priest and scribal class 
held power. Majority 
of society were 
illiterate. Slave and 
labourers were at the 
bottom of the 
hierarchy. Devoutly 
religious. 

 Nelson Mandela 
Understand the role 
apartheid had on the 
citizens of South 
Africa. The role Nelson 
Mandela played in 
ending it and how he 
became the first black 
president. 

The Romans 
Hierarchal structure headed 
by the Emperor. Being a 
citizen brought advantages 
and rights in comparison to 
slaves. Majority of society 
were illiterate. Diverse 
society with migration 
within and across the 
empire. Devoutly religious. 

Ancient Greece 
Varied by city- state. 
Women had wealth and 
property rights in Sparta but 
not Athens. Considerable 
number of slaves. Majority 
of society were illiterate 
Devoutly religious. 

The Architecture of 
Cheltenham 
What it meant to 
Cheltenham be a spa town 
and the upper classes who 
visited. The impact of 
George III’s  visitfirst on 
Cheltenham. The style of 
different houses and which 
part of society lived where.  

 

The Mayans 
Hierarchal structure. 
Importance of religion to 
the lives of people and 
the power it held over 
people. Multiple 
ethnicities living within 
the caliphates. 

The Vikings and Anglo 
Saxons 
Hierarchal structure 
headed by the Kings. 
Educated groups such as 
priests and noble class 
held power. Majority of 
society were illiterate. 
Religion at the heart of 
life. 
Greta Thunberg 
The power of one young 
person to bring about 
global change. Talking to 
world leaders to bring 
about change. 
Nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize 

The Victorians 
Social class was 
predominately fixed for 
life. Slavery was abolished. 
Lower class citizens were 
treated unfairly in the 
justice system. 
World War II 
During WWII women were 
employed into 
traditionally male 
dominated roles.  All 
classes were required to 
support the war effort. 
Evacuation of children 
meant mixing of societies 
that had previously not 
occurred. It is believed 
that WWII changed the 
social status of women. 
Migration Nation 
Consider which people in 
society migrate and the 
reasons for this.  Look at 
the Windrush Generation, 
the scandal towards these 
people and how they 
were/are treated by 
society. 

Questions we could ask to build on children’s understanding of the concept of society. 
How is  ……’s job different to ………? 
In the story, who had more power? 
Would everyone have bought the same toys? If not, why not? 
Why do we have more access to the toys from around the world 
today?    

What do the ………. and ………………….. societies have in common? 
What role did religion have in ……………..society? 
What advantages did being able to read have in ………………. society? 
Do we know more about the wealthiest or poorest in society? Why? 

Enhanced by marking events throughout the year as a whole school, such as the King’s Coronation, Black history month and International Women’s Day. 

 


